
 
   (CHRIS SHORT)                                           THE STORYTELLER (WEEK 8): SALT AND LIGHT                                JULY 19TH & 21ST, 2019 

PARABLES: A culturally relevant story “cast alongside” a truth in order to illustrate that truth 
WHY PARABLES: Spiritual truths requiring spiritual discernment by the Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:12-14)  

               
               
                
 

SERMON ON THE MOUNT - THE BEATITUDES 
Matthew 5:3-12 (NLT) 3God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
theirs. 4God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5God blesses those who are humble, for they will 
inherit the whole earth. 6God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied. 7God blesses 
those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God. 
9God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God. 10God blesses those who are 
persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs. 11God blesses you when people mock you and 
persecute you and lie about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers. 12Be happy 
about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted 
in the same way. 
 

• Following Jesus is not about earthly     , but God      . 

• Our role in this world has never been about    . 

• When I am dependent on God, I begin to I understand         . 
• Understanding purpose is at the center of being a disciple of Jesus.  

• Persecution is      as a believer. 
 

SALT OF THE EARTH 
Matthew 5:13 (NLT) You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor? Can you make it salty 
again? It will be thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless. 
 

•  ”era uoY“  
o The first things Jesus does is calls them up to a higher purpose. 
o Jesus gives us purpose and direction for our lives. Without him we are lost. 

• “the salt of the earth.” 
o Why salt? It was a powerful object lesson that they would all take home, use, and understand.  
o Salt is a flavor-enhancer and preserver. It makes things better, and it was used on purpose. 
o Disciples were called to impact the world in a positive way—enhancing it and preserving it.  

•  “What good is salt if it has lost its flavor?” 

o The answer:    .  
o Someone who claims to be a disciple of Jesus but doesn’t look anything like Jesus is worthless—or even 

harmful—to the Kingdom. 
o A Christian will be known by their fruit. 

 

 Galatians 5:22-24 (ESV) 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 24And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 
flesh with its passions and desires. 

               
               
                

 

LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
Matthew 5:14-16 (NLT) 14You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that cannot be hidden. 15No one lights a 
lamp and then puts it under a basket. Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where it gives light to everyone in the house. 
16In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father. 



• “light of the world”  
o Light helps us see     and eliminates    . 
o As disciples, we bring light to darkness because of Jesus, the true light of life. 

•  “city on a hilltop” 
o Individually, we can make a    ; collectively, we can     the world. 
o With the Holy Spirit, we have the light of life living inside of us. 

• “No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket.” 
o We are intended to stand out. 

o This doesn’t mean     , but it does mean     . 

o The purpose is for Jesus to be    . 
 

SALT WITHOUT SALTINESS, OR LIGHT WITHOUT SHINING, 
IS LIKE A DISCIPLE OF JESUS WITHOUT KINGDOM PURPOSE. 

 

WHAT IF YOU’VE LOST PURPOSE? 
• Recognize where you are. Have you become purposeless? Did you ever have real purpose? Did you have misplaced 

purpose?  
• Don’t ever put your faith in something that can be taken from you. 
• What do you do? Go back to the basics. Humble yourself and remember where you started: Jesus. 
 

2 Peter 1:5-8 (NIV) 5For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
6and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7and to godliness, 
mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. 8For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep 
you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

A KINGDOM PURPOSE 
1 Peter 2:9 (NIV) But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may 
declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. 
 

• You are chosen. You are God’s special possession. 
• We are created for His praise. 
• He called us out of darkness into light; He has given us a mission and purpose. 
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QUESTIONS TO DISCUSS IN LIFE GROUP OR WITH YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS: 
Passages to consider: Matthew 5:1-20 
 

1. What passage or principle from the sermon is God using to strengthen your understanding of who He 
is and your relationship with Him?  

2. Read Matthew 5:1-20. Who is Jesus talking to? What does He want people to understand?  
3. What thought process is He challenging with His teaching?  
4. What belief or behavior in your life is being challenged? 
5. How will you respond to what God is showing you about Himself and you? 

 

Passages to prepare for next week: Luke 10:29-37 
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